DATE: 
The Honorable ___________

United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator ________:

As you and other lawmakers in Washington, DC work to tackle the healthcare crisis plaguing our country, I am writing as a constituent and small business owner to urge you to remember that our Nation’s small businesses need meaningful reforms that increase access to quality, affordable healthcare.  
As a purchaser of health insurance for my family and a heavy contributor to insurance for my employees’ families, I recognize that the skyrocketing costs are unsustainable for small businesses, our employees and our country. We must bring down the cost of health insurance while improving its quality and expanding access on an equitable basis.  
For this reason, I ask that you give your full support to bipartisan efforts in the Senate Finance Committee to find genuine reform solutions that will address the underlying causes of rapid healthcare inflation, as well as the current lack of competition and unfair insurer approaches toward risk pooling within the small business health insurance market.  
Every day, my small business and others across the country struggle to find affordable healthcare.  For many of us, the most significant obstacle to gaining or maintaining access to adequate health insurance for our families and our employees and their families is cost. Since 1999, health insurance costs for small firms have increased 113 percent.  In spite of the increases, it is well-established that employees in our nation’s smallest firms pay an average of 18 percent more in health insurance premiums for the same benefits that our large competitors provide.  
In the current economic environment, I am particularly concerned about attempts in Congress to establish an employer mandate for health insurance.  For small employers like me, who the country has historically depended on in steering our economy toward a more productive path, this policy would eliminate any remaining flexibility we have in managing our benefits programs and would destroy rather than increase job creation.
I therefore urge you to work with your Senate colleagues to ensure development and passage of healthcare system reform legislation that will have a positive rather than negative impact on small businesses like my own.  We need policies that restrain costs, insurance market reforms that increase access to affordable private health insurance, and tax reforms that provide equity for the purchase of healthcare by small businesses. 
Thank you for your consideration of my views.

Sincerely,

Your Name

Company Name

Mailing Address

Phone Number (optional but recommended)
